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Designing the User Interface Shneiderman

Designing the user interface based on Shneiderman's principles is a fundamental approach in
creating intuitive, efficient, and user-friendly digital products. Ben Shneiderman, a pioneer in
human-computer interaction, formulated a set of guidelines that serve as a foundation for effective
interface design. These principles emphasize consistency, feedback, error handling, and user
control, ensuring that users can interact seamlessly with software applications, websites, and other
digital systems. In this comprehensive guide, we explore the core concepts of Shneiderman?s user
interface design principles, best practices, and how to implement them to craft engaging and usable
interfaces.

Understanding Shneiderman?s 8 Golden Rules of Interface Design
Ben Shneiderman?s eight golden rules are fundamental to designing interfaces that are easy to
learn, efficient to use, and satisfying to operate. These rules serve as practical guidelines for
designers aiming to enhance user experience.
1. Strive for Consistency

- Use consistent terminology, layout, and visual cues throughout the interface.

- Maintain uniformity in colors, fonts, icons, and button placement.

- Consistency reduces the learning curve and prevents user confusion.
2. Enable Frequent Users to Use Shortcuts

- Incorporate keyboard shortcuts, accelerators, or command-line options.

- Allow experienced users to accelerate interactions, improving efficiency.

- Provide customizable options for power users.

3. Offer Informative Feedback

- Notify users of system status and actions through visual or auditory cues.
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- Ensure feedback is immediate and informative to guide users.
- Examples include progress bars, notifications, and status messages.

4. Design Dialogs to Ensure Closure
- Use clear, logical sequences for tasks to guide users to completion.
- Confirm actions that may have significant consequences.
- Provide clear options to cancel or undo actions.
5. Prevent Errors
- Design interfaces that minimize the chance of user mistakes.
- Use constraints, validation, and clear instructions.
- Employ design patterns that help users avoid errors before they occur.
6. Recognize Errors and Offer Solutions
- Detect errors proactively and inform users with understandable messages.
- Offer solutions or guidance to correct errors.
- Implement undo features or error correction tools.
7. Allow Users Control and Freedom
- Enable users to undo or redo actions easily.
- Provide options to exit or cancel ongoing processes.
- Avoid forcing users into unintended actions.
8. Reduce Memory Load
- Minimize the need for users to remember information across tasks.

- Use visible options, menus, and labels.
- Provide cues and reminders within the interface.

Core Principles of Shneiderman?s Interface Design

Shneiderman?s approach emphasizes a set of foundational principles that guide the design
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process, ensuring usability and user satisfaction.
User-Centered Design
- Focus on understanding user needs, behaviors, and preferences.
- Conduct user research, interviews, and usability testing.
- Tailor interfaces to the target audience's skill level and context.
Consistency and Standards
- Use familiar symbols, layouts, and interactions.
- Align with platform conventions (e.g., Windows, Mac, mobile standards).
- Helps users transfer knowledge from other applications.
Visibility of System Status
- Keep users informed about ongoing processes.
- Use progress indicators, status messages, and real-time updates.
- Prevent confusion and frustration.
Match Between System and the Real World
- Use familiar language and metaphors.
- Represent functions in ways users naturally understand.

- For example, a trash bin icon for deleting files.

Minimize User Memory Load

- Design interfaces that don?t burden users with remembering information.

- Use menus, shortcuts, and visual cues.
- Reduce the cognitive effort involved in interaction.

Recognition Rather Than Recall

- Present options and information visibly.
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- Let users recognize commands or options rather than recall them from memory.
- Improves speed and reduces errors.

Flexibility and Efficiency of Use

- Support both novice and expert users.

- Provide accelerators for experienced users.

- Allow customization of interface elements.
Aesthetic and Minimalist Design

- Avoid clutter and unnecessary information.

- Focus on essential elements.

- Enhance clarity and usability.
Help Users Recognize, Diagnose, and Recover from Errors

- Design clear error messages.

- Offer corrective actions and guidance.

- Use positive language to reduce user frustration.
Help and Documentation

- Provide accessible help resources.

- Use context-sensitive help.
- Ensure documentation is easy to search and understand.

Implementing Shneiderman?s Principles in Ul Design

Applying Shneiderman?s principles involves a systematic approach to designing interfaces that
prioritize usability. Below are practical steps to incorporate these guidelines effectively.

1. Conduct User Research

- Understand your target audience?s needs, skills, and preferences.
- Use surveys, interviews, and observation.
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- Develop user personas to guide design decisions.
2. Create Wireframes and Prototypes

- Visualize layout and interaction flow.

- Test for consistency, visibility, and flow.

- Gather user feedback early and often.
3. Prioritize Simplicity and Clarity

- Use clear labels, icons, and language.

- Avoid unnecessary complexity.

- Focus on essential features that support user goals.
4. Incorporate Feedback Mechanisms

- Use notifications, alerts, and progress indicators.

- Confirm actions that have significant impact.

- Allow users to undo or cancel actions easily.
5. Design for Error Prevention and Recovery

- Implement validation and constraints.

- Provide informative error messages.

- Offer solutions and guidance for correction.
6. Enable User Control

- Allow users to customize interfaces.
- Provide undo/redo options.

- Support navigation controls like back and home buttons.

7. Test and lterate

- Conduct usability testing with real users.
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- Observe interactions and gather feedback.
- Refine design based on insights.

Best Practices for Shneiderman?s Ul Design Principles

To maximize the effectiveness of Shneiderman?s guidelines, consider the following best practices:

- Use Familiar Design Patterns: Leverage established Ul conventions to reduce learning time.

- Maintain Visual Hierarchy: Highlight important elements and guide user attention.

- Optimize for Accessibility: Ensure interfaces are usable by people with disabilities.

- Design Responsively: Make interfaces adaptable across devices and screen sizes.

- Implement Progressive Disclosure: Show only necessary information to avoid clutter, revealing
details as needed.

- Prioritize User Feedback: Continuously seek user input and incorporate improvements.

Conclusion: The Impact of Shneiderman?s Principles on Ul Design

Designing the user interface according to Shneiderman?s principles is essential for creating systems
that are not only functional but also delightful to use. By emphasizing consistency, feedback, error
management, and user control, these guidelines help designers craft interfaces that improve user
satisfaction and efficiency. Whether you are developing a mobile app, website, or complex software
system, integrating Shneiderman?s principles will lead to more intuitive, accessible, and effective
user experiences. Remember, a well-designed interface is a critical component of successful digital
products and a key factor in user retention and engagement.

Designing the User Interface Shneiderman: A Comprehensive Guide to User-Centered Design
Introduction

Designing the user interface Shneiderman is a pivotal aspect of creating effective, user-friendly
digital systems. Named after renowned computer scientist Ben Shneiderman, this approach
emphasizes a structured methodology for developing interfaces that prioritize usability, clarity, and
user satisfaction. In an era where technology permeates every facet of daily life, understanding the
principles behind Shneiderman?s design philosophy becomes essential for developers, designers,
and stakeholders aiming to craft intuitive and efficient user experiences.

The Foundations of Shneiderman?s User Interface Design

At its core, Shneiderman?s approach to user interface (Ul) design is rooted in usability principles
derived from cognitive psychology, human factors engineering, and interaction design. His
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framework advocates for systems that are not only functional but also accessible and engaging for
users. The key tenets include:

- Consistency: Ensuring uniformity across the interface to reduce the learning curve.

- Visibility: Making important options and information readily apparent.

- Feedback: Providing clear responses to user actions to confirm system understanding.

- Simple and Natural Dialogs: Designing interactions that align with users? mental models.

- Error Prevention and Recovery: Minimizing mistakes and facilitating easy correction when errors
occur.

- User Control: Empowering users to direct the interaction without unnecessary restrictions.

These principles serve as the foundation for a systematic design process aimed at enhancing user
satisfaction and productivity.

Historical Context and Evolution

Ben Shneiderman?s contributions to human-computer interaction (HCI) date back to the 1980s, with
his seminal work, The Eight Golden Rules of Interface Design, published in 1987. These rules have
influenced Ul development significantly and continue to underpin best practices today. Over the
decades, as technology evolved from command-line interfaces to rich graphical user interfaces
(GUIs), Shneiderman?s principles have remained relevant, adapting to new contexts such as mobile
apps, web interfaces, and emerging technologies like voice assistants and augmented reality.

His approach underscores that good design is not an arbitrary art but a disciplined science
grounded in understanding human capabilities and limitations.

Core Principles of Shneiderman?s User Interface Design
Let?s delve deeper into the essential principles that constitute Shneiderman?s Ul design
philosophy.

- Strive for Consistency
Consistency is a cornerstone of effective Ul design. It encompasses visual elements, terminology,
and interaction patterns. Consistent interfaces enable users to transfer knowledge from one part of

the system to another, reducing confusion and errors.

Strategies:
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- Use uniform color schemes, fonts, and icons.
- Maintain consistent command structures and workflows.
- Develop style guides and design standards to ensure uniformity across products.

- Enable Visibility of System Status

Users should always be aware of what the system is doing. Providing real-time feedback about
ongoing processes, errors, or completed actions keeps users informed and confident.

Strategies:

- Use progress indicators for lengthy operations.

- Display status messages clearly and promptly.

- Highlight active elements or selections.

- Match System and User Language

Using terminology familiar to the user simplifies interaction. Avoid technical jargon unless the
audience is specialized.

Strategies:

- Employ natural language prompts.

- Use labels and instructions that resonate with user expectations.

- Provide help or tooltips for complex functions.

- Minimize User Memory Load

Design interfaces that do not require users to remember information across steps. Reduce cognitive
effort by providing cues and supporting recognition over recall.

Strategies:

- Implement menus and shortcuts.
- Use icons alongside text labels.
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- Offer autocomplete or predictive input.

- Offer Error Prevention and Recovery

Design systems that prevent errors before they happen and provide straightforward recovery options
when they do.

Strategies:

- Use confirmation dialogs for critical actions.

- Disable inappropriate options dynamically.

- Clearly explain errors and suggest solutions.

- Support User Control and Freedom
Users should feel in control of the system, able to undo actions and navigate freely.
Strategies:

- Include undo and redo functionalities.

- Allow easy navigation back to previous screens.

- Avoid restrictive workflows that limit exploration.

- Design for Flexibility and Efficiency
Cater to both novice and expert users by providing customizable and efficient pathways.
Strategies:

- Incorporate keyboard shortcuts.

- Allow personalization of interface layouts.
- Support multiple methods to accomplish tasks.

- Use Aesthetic and Minimalist Design
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An uncluttered interface reduces distraction and highlights important features.
Strategies:

- Remove unnecessary elements.

- Prioritize content and controls.

- Use whitespace effectively.

- Help Users Recognize, Diagnose, and Recover from Errors
Error messages should be clear, constructive, and non-blaming, guiding users toward resolution.
Strategies:

- Use plain language.

- Suggest specific corrective actions.

- Log errors for troubleshooting.

- Provide Documentation and Help

While the goal is an intuitive interface, supplementary help should be accessible when needed.
Strategies:
- Context-sensitive help.
- FAQs and user guides.
- Searchable support content.
Implementing Shneiderman?s Principles: A Step-by-Step Process
Designing an interface grounded in Shneiderman?s principles involves a systematic process:
- User Research and Requirement Gathering: Understand user needs, tasks, and contexts.

- Task Analysis: Break down tasks to identify essential functions and potential pain points.
- Sketching and Prototyping: Create initial designs emphasizing visibility, consistency, and
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simplicity.

- User Testing: Conduct usability tests to gather feedback on system feedback, error handling,
and overall experience.

- Iterative Refinement: Adjust the design based on user input, ensuring alignment with core
principles.

- Implementation and Deployment: Develop the final interface, maintaining adherence to design
standards.

- Post-Launch Evaluation: Monitor user interactions to identify areas for improvement.

Real-World Examples of Shneiderman?s Principles in Action

Many successful applications and systems exemplify these principles:

- Google Search: Clear, minimal interface with visible status (search results), consistent layout,
and simple language.

- Apple?s i0S: Emphasizes consistency, aesthetic minimalism, and user control through intuitive
gestures and feedback.

- ATM Interfaces: Use of visual cues, consistent button placements, and error prevention
measures.

Challenges and Criticisms

While Shneiderman?s approach provides a robust framework, it is not without challenges:

- Balancing Simplicity and Functionality: Over-simplification can limit features; excessive
complexity can overwhelm users.

- Cultural and User Diversity: Universal design must account for diverse user groups with different
expectations.

- Evolving Technologies: Rapid technological changes require continuous adaptation of design
principles.

Conclusion

Designing the user interface Shneiderman remains a foundational methodology for creating systems
that are not only functional but also delightful to use. By adhering to principles like consistency,
visibility, user control, and error prevention, designers can craft interfaces that align with human
cognitive strengths and limitations. As technology continues to advance, the core tenets of
Shneiderman?s approach serve as a guiding compass, ensuring that user-centered design remains
at the heart of innovation. Whether developing mobile apps, web platforms, or complex enterprise
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systems, embracing these principles will help bridge the gap between human users and digital
systems, fostering engagement, efficiency, and satisfaction.

QuestionAnswer What are the core principles of Shneiderman's guidelines for user interface
design? Shneiderman's guidelines emphasize consistency, user control, error prevention, simplicity,
and providing feedback to ensure intuitive and efficient user interfaces. How does Shneiderman's
mantra 'Overview, Zoom, Filter, Details-on-Demand' influence Ul design? This mantra encourages
designers to create interfaces that allow users to get a broad view of data, focus on specific details
as needed, and manipulate data through zooming and filtering, enhancing usability and data
exploration. In what ways does Shneiderman advocate for error prevention in Ul design?
Shneiderman recommends designing interfaces that prevent errors through constraints, clear
feedback, and confirmation prompts, reducing user mistakes and increasing confidence. How can
designers implement Shneiderman's principle of ‘consistent interfaces' in their projects? Designers
can ensure consistency by standardizing layouts, controls, terminology, and behaviors across the
interface, making it easier for users to learn and predict system responses. What role does user
control play according to Shneiderman's interface design principles? User control involves allowing
users to undo actions, customize views, and navigate freely, which fosters trust, reduces frustration,
and enhances overall user satisfaction. Why is feedback important in Shneiderman's approach to
user interface design? Providing timely and informative feedback helps users understand the
system's state, confirms actions, and guides their next steps, leading to more effective and
satisfying interactions.

Related keywords: user interface design, Shneiderman's principles, human-computer interaction,
Ul guidelines, usability testing, interface layout, user experience design, HCI best practices, visual
design, interactive system design

ENSENYAR COM A FINLANDIA 33 ESTRATEGIES SENZILLES

ensenyar com a finlandia 33 estrategies senzilles

Finlandia és reconeguda mundialment per la seva excel-lent sistema educatiu, considerat un dels
millors del mon. La seva filosofia d'ensenyament es basa en principis senzills pero profunds que
promouen l'aprenentatge significatiu, la motivacio dels estudiants i un entorn escolar saludable i
estimulant. Aprendre com a Finlandia no només implica seguir un conjunt de practiques, sin6
adoptar una mentalitat que valoritza la qualitat, la igualtat i el benestar dels alumnes. En aguest
article, explorarem 33 estrategies senzilles que poden ajudar a implementar el model finlandés en
gualsevol entorn educatiu, ja sigui a nivell escolar, de formacié o de desenvolupament personal.
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Principis basics de I'educacio6 finlandesa

Abans d'entrar en les estratégies concretes, €s fonamental entendre els pilars que sustenten el
sistema educatiu finlandés.

Equitat i igualtat d?oportunitats

El sistema finlandes assegura que tots els estudiants tinguin accés a una educacié de qualitat,
independentment de la seva situacio socioeconomica o origen.

Respecte i confianca

Els mestres son respectats com a professionals i confien en la capacitat dels estudiants per
aprendre i prendre decisions.

Aprenentatge centrant-se en l'estudiant

Les classes son adaptades a les necessitats individuals, fomentant la motivacio i la participacio
activa.

Benestar i salut

L?atencio al benestar emocional i fisic dels estudiants és prioritaria, contribuint a un entorn segur i
estimulant.

33 estrategies senzilles inspirades en Finlandia

A continuacio, es presenten 33 estrategies que poden ser implementades facilment per millorar els
resulta-ts educatius i crear un entorn d?aprenentatge inspirador, seguint el model finlandes.

1. Fomenta un ambient de confianca

Construir relacions basades en la confianca entre mestres i alumnes crea un entorn segur i
motivador.

2. Valora la professionalitat dels mestres

Dona suport i formacié continua als docents per potenciar la seva autonomia i experiencia.

3. Promou |I?aprenentatge actiu
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Utilitza metodologies participatives com el treball en grup, els projectes i la resolucio de problemes.
4. Implementa horaris flexibles i equilibrats

Redueix la carrega de treball i assegura temps per a activitats creatives i de descans.

5. Prioritza la qualitat sobre la quantitat

Fes que les classes siguin significatives i centrades en |?aprenentatge real, no només en la
guantitat de contingut.

6. Fomenta |?autonomia de |?estudiant

Permet que els alumnes prenguin decisions i liderin el seu propi aprenentatge.

7. Promou I?educacié emocional

Inclou activitats que desenvolupin |?autoestima, la resiliencia i la gestié emocional.
8. Crea un entorn escolar acollidor

Mantingues |?espai ordenat, colorit i estimulant per afavorir la motivacié.

9. Integrar el joc en |?aprenentatge

Utilitza activitats ladiques i creatives per reforcar conceptes i motivar els estudiants.
10. Fomenta la col-laboracio

Organitza activitats en grup que promoguin la cooperacié i el respecte mutu.

11. Utilitza recursos variats

Incorpora tecnologia, llibres, materials manipulatius i activitats a |?aire lliure.

12. Valora els esforcos, no nomes els exits

Reconeix i celebra els progressos dels estudiants, independentment del nivell.

13. Promou el respecte per la diversitat
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Incorpora continguts i activitats que respectin i valorin les diferéncies culturals i individuals.
14. Fomenta la participaci6 de les families

Estableix canals de comunicacio oberts i activitats col-laboratives amb les families.

15. Prioritza la salut i el benestar

Inclou activitats per a la cura fisica i emocional dels alumnes i mestres.

16. Implementa avaluacions formatives

Utilitza avaluacions continues per orientar |?aprenentatge i detectar necessitats.

17. Promou la creativitat

Deixa espai perque els estudiants explorin, inventin i experimentin.

18. Fomentar [?aprenentatge a través de projectes

Organitza treballs que integrin diverses assignatures i habilitats.

19. Respecta els ritmes individuals

Adapta I?ensenyament a les necessitats i ritmes particulars de cada alumne.

20. Redueix la competitivitat excessiva

Fomenta la col-laboracid i el suport mutu en lloc de la competicio.

21. Promou l?autoavaluacio

Ensenyar als estudiants a reflexionar sobre el seu propi aprenentatge.

22. Incorpora activitats a |?aire lliure

Fomenta |?aprenentatge en la natura i activitats fisicas per a un desenvolupament integral.
23. Respecta els horaris de descans i lleure

Garantir pauses adequades per evitar I?esgotament.
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24. Ensenya amb exemples i experiéncies reals

Utilitza casos practics perque |I?aprenentatge sigui més proper i significatiu.
25. Fomenta la curiositat

Ddna espai a preguntes i debats que despertin interés pel mon.

26. Promou lainclusio i la igualtat

Crea un entorn on tothom se senti acollit i valorat.

27. Estableix rutines clares i coherents

Els estudiants necessiten un esquema estable per sentir-se segurs.

28. Fomenta la responsabilitat personal

Ensenya els alumnes a prendre cura del seu material i a gestionar el seu temps.

29. Utilitza la tecnologia de manera efectiva

Incorpora recursos digitals per enriquir |?aprenentatge, sense abusar-ne.
30. Promou |?autoestima i la motivacio

Reconeix els éxits i anima a superar els desafiaments.

31. Fomenta la reflexio continua

Incorpora moments de revisio i autoavaluacio per millorar.

32. Crea una cultura de respecte i empatia

Fomenta valors com la solidaritat, la comprensio i el respecte mutu.

33. Sigues flexible i obert a canvis

Adapta les estrategies segons les necessitats del moment i dels estudiants.

Conclusio

Vol. 2023, Issue 4
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Implementar les 33 estratégies senzilles inspirades en Finlandia pot transformar qualsevol entorn
d?aprenentatge en un lloc més motivador, equitatiu i eficac. La clau és comencar amb petits canvis,
mantenir una actitud oberta i sempre prioritzar el benestar i el desenvolupament integral dels
estudiants. La filosofia finlandesa ens ensenya que I?educacié de qualitat no només es basa en
continguts, sind en valors, respecte i confianca en les capacitats de cada alumne. Amb dedicacié i
constancia, aquestes estratégies poden ajudar a construir un sistema educatiu més huma, just i
inspirador per a tothom.

Ensenyar com a Finlandia 33 estrategies senzilles €s un tema que ha captivat 1?atencié de mestres,
educadors i pares que busquen implementar practiques educatives més efectives i innovadores. La
fiabilitat i [?7exit del sistema educatiu finlandés sén reconeguts arreu del mén, i molts volen entendre
i adaptar algunes de les seves estrategies per millorar els resultats i la motivacio dels estudiants.
Aquest article analitza en profunditat les 33 estrategies senzilles que poden ajudar a ensenyar com
a Finlandia, oferint un enfocament estructurat, practic i basat en evidencies per a la millora
educativa.

Introduccid a l?enfocament finlandes

Finlandia és coneguda internacionalment per tenir un dels sistemes educatius més efectius,
equitatius i innovadors del mon. La seva filosofia educativa es basa en valors com la confiancga, la
autonomia, el respecte, i la qualitat de vida dels estudiants. La seva metodologia combina la
flexibilitat, la personalitzacié i el benestar emocional, creant un entorn en que els estudiants
aprenen amb ganes i amb efectivitat.

Les estratégies que es presenten en aquest article son senzilles perque qualsevol educador o
institucio pot implementar-les sense necessitat de grans recursos o canvis estructurals drastics. S6n
practiqgues que fomenten un ambient d?aprenentatge positiu, motivador i inclusiu, inspirat en el
model finlandés.

Les 33 estrategies senzilles per ensenyar com a Finlandia

Cada estrategia s?ha seleccionat per la seva senzillesa, aplicabilitat i potencial per transformar
I?entorn educatiu. A continuacio, es descriuen amb detall i amb recomanacions practiques.

1. Fomenta la confian¢a en |?alumne
- Descripcié: Deixa que els estudiants prenguin decisions i assumeixin responsabilitats.

- Beneficis: Millora la motivacio i la autoestima.
- Consell: Assigna petits projectes on els alumnes triin temes o metodologies.
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2. Prioritza el benestar emocional

- Descripcié: Crea un ambient on els estudiants se sentin segurs i respectats.
- Beneficis: Millora la concentracié i el rendiment.
- Consell: Inclou activitats de mindfulness i dialegs oberts.

3. Promou |?autonomia

- Descripci6: Fes que els alumnes aprenguin a gestionar el seu propi aprenentatge.

- Beneficis: Desenvolupa habilitats de responsabilitat i autogestio.
- Consell: Estableix horaris flexibles i projectes autonoms.

4. Utilitza I?aprenentatge basat en projectes
- Descripcié: Fomenta projectes que combinin diverses disciplines.
- Beneficis: Fomenta el pensament critic i la creativitat.
- Consell: Assigna tasques que tinguin rellevancia per a la vida quotidiana.
5. Estableix rutines clares i coherents
- Descripcié: Mantingues horaris i estructures constants.
- Beneficis: Redueix I?ansietat i millora I?organitzacio.
- Consell: Comunica les rutines amb anticipacio i amb visuals.
6. Fomenta la col-laboraci6 entre alumnes
- Descripcié: Promou treball en grup i interaccio social.
- Beneficis: Desenvolupa habilitats socials i de treball en equip.
- Consell: Assigna rols i responsabilitats clares en els grups.
7. Integra les tecnologies de manera efectiva
- Descripcié: Utilitza recursos digitals per enriquir I?aprenentatge.

- Beneficis: Motiva els estudiants i amplia les possibilitats d?aprenentatge.
- Consell: Escull eines senzilles i accessibles.

Vol. 2023, Issue 4
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8. Adopta una actitud positiva davant de |?error

- Descripcié: Ensenya als alumnes que I?error €s una part essencial del procés d?aprenentatge.
- Beneficis: Fomenta la resiliéncia i la perseveranca.
- Consell: Celebra les millores i aprenentatges derivats dels errors.

9. Promou activitats a |?aire lliure
- Descripci6: Inclou sortides i activitats fora de |?aula.
- Beneficis: Millora la concentracio i el benestar fisic.
- Consell: Organitza activitats relacionades amb I?entorn natural.
10. Respecta el ritme de cada alumne
- Descripci6: Adapta I?ensenyament a les necessitats individuals.
- Beneficis: Incrementa la motivacio i la confianga.
- Consell: Utilitza avaluacions formatives i feedback personalitzat.
11. Fomenta la curiositat i |?interes
- Descripci6: Presenta temes que despertin interés i connexio amb la vida real.
- Beneficis: Incrementa la participacio i I?aprenentatge significatiu.
- Consell: Utilitza preguntes obertes i activitats practiques.
12. Estableix un clima d?aprenentatge positiu
- Descripci6: Reforgca comportaments positius i el respecte mutu.
- Beneficis: Millora la convivencia i I7ambient escolar.
- Consell: Reconeix publicament els bons comportaments.
13. Utilitza metodologies actives
- Descripcié: Inclou debats, jocs i activitats participatives.

- Beneficis: Fomenta la implicacio i I?aprenentatge actiu.
- Consell: Alterna diferents metodologies segons |?objectiu.
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14. Promou la lectura i I?escriptura com a habits quotidians

- Descripci6: Dedica temps diari a llegir i escriure.
- Beneficis: Millora la comprensié i la expressio.
- Consell: Fomenta la lectura de temes d?interés personal.

15. Fomenta la creativitat
- Descripci6é: DOna espai per a la creacio artistica i inventiva.
- Beneficis: Desenvolupa habilitats cognitives i emocionals.

- Consell: Inclou activitats com dibuix, teatre o musica.

16. Estimula la reflexi6

- Descripcié: Promou que els alumnes pensin criticament sobre el que aprenen.

- Beneficis: Desarrolla el pensament critic i I?autoconeixement.
- Consell: Utilitza diaris de reflexié o preguntes obertes.

17. Fomenta |?autoavaluacio
- Descripci6: Que els alumnes valorin el seu propi aprenentatge.
- Beneficis: Incrementa la consciencia del propi progrés.
- Consell: Donar guies i rabriques clares.
18. Estableix objectius clars i assolibles
- Descripcié: Defineix metes concretes per a cada etapa.
- Beneficis: Clarifica les expectatives i motiva.
- Consell: Revisa i ajusta els objectius regularment.
19. Crea una comunitat educativa cohesionada
- Descripcié: Fomenta la col-laboracié entre professors, estudiants i pares.

- Beneficis: Millora la comunicacio i el suport mutu.
- Consell: Organitza reunions i activitats comunitaries.
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20. Respecta la diversitat i I?inclusio

- Descripci6: Adapta I?aprenentatge a les necessitats de tots els alumnes.
- Beneficis: Assegura I?equitat i la participacio.
- Consell: Implementa estratégies diferenciades.

21. Promou I?0s de recursos naturals i materials reciclats

- Descripcié: Fomenta |?aprenentatge amb recursos sostenibles.
- Beneficis: Sensibilitza sobre la cura del medi ambient.
- Consell: Organitza tallers amb materials reciclats.

22. Fomenta la responsabilitat social

- Descripci6: Implica els estudiants en activitats de servei comunitari.
- Beneficis: Desenvolupa la consciéncia social.
- Consell: Organitza projectes de voluntariat.

23.

QuestionAnswer Quines son les 33 estrategies senzilles per ensenyar com a
Finlandia? Les 33 estrategies senzilles son metodologies i practiques que
s'inspiren del sistema educatiu finlandés per millorar I'ensenyament, incloent
enfocaments com la personalitzacio, I'aprenentatge basat en projectes i la
promocio de la creativitat. Per que és important aprendre de I'enfocament
educatiu de Finlandia? Perque el sistema educatiu finlandes és reconegut
mundialment pels seus resultats excel-lents, I'atencié individualitzada i I'emfasi
en el benestar dels estudiants, fent-lo un model a seguir amb estrategies
senzilles i efectives. Quines son algunes estrategies senzilles que es poden
aplicar immediatament a l'aula? Algunes estrategies senzilles inclouen
fomentar la participacio activa, utilitzar I'aprenentatge col-laboratiu,
proporcionar retroalimentacié constructivai crear un entorn d'aprenentatge
segur i motivador. Com poden els mestres adaptar aquestes estrategies a
diferents nivells educatius? Els mestres poden ajustar les estratégies segons
I'edat i les necessitats dels estudiants, simplificant activitats per a alumnes
mes joves o aprofundint en projectes per a estudiants avancgats, mantenint
sempre I'enfocament en la personalitzaci6 i la motivacid. Quins beneficis poden
obtenir els estudiants aplicant aquestes 33 estrategies? Els estudiants poden
experimentar un augment en la motivacio, millores en el rendiment acadéemic,
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desenvolupament de habilitats socials i un major benestar emocional, creant
un entorn d'aprenentatge més efectiu i agradable. Hi ha recursos gratuits per
aprendre aquestes estrategies senzilles inspirades en Finlandia? Si, hi ha
multiples recursos en linia, com guies, tutorials i webinars gratuits que
expliquen aquestes estrategies i com implementar-les a I'aula de manera
efectiva. Com es poden mesurar els exits despreés d'aplicar aquestes
estrategies? Els exits es poden mesurar amb |'avaluacio continua, I'observacio
del compromis dels estudiants, la millora en els resultats academics i la
retroalimentacié dels mateixos alumnes i mestres. Quines son les dificultats
mes comunes en implementar aquestes estratégies i com superar-les? Algunes
dificultats inclouen la resistencia al canvi i la manca de recursos. Es poden
superar amb formacio adequada, suport institucional i la implementaci6
progressiva de les estratégies amb petites passes. Es necessari tenir una
formacio especial per aplicar aquestes estrategies com a Finlandia? No és
imprescindible, pero una formacié basica en metodologies innovadores i en el
sistema educatiu finlandés pot ajudar a aplicar-les amb més confianca i éxit.
Com poden els pares i la comunitat contribuir a I'eéxit d'aquestes estrategies a
I'escola? Els pares i la comunitat poden col-laborar promovent I'aprenentatge a
casa, participant en activitats escolars i donant suport a les iniciatives
educatives que prioritzen el benestar i el desenvolupament integral dels
estudiants.

Related keywords: ensenyar, Finlandia, 33 estratégies, senzilles, ensenyament, metodologies,
educacio, aprendre, técniques, innovacio

Read the full article online: ensenyar com a finlandia 33 estrategies senzilles

acrylique 101 techniques

Acrylique 101 techniques form the foundation for both beginners and seasoned artists looking to
refine their skills with acrylic paints. Acrylics are versatile, fast-drying, and vibrant, making them an
excellent choice for various artistic styles and projects. Mastering the essential techniques not only
enhances your creative expression but also ensures your artworks are durable and visually striking.
In this comprehensive guide, we?ll explore the fundamental methods and tips to help you
confidently work with acrylics, whether you're painting on canvas, wood, or other surfaces.

Understanding the Basics of Acrylic Painting
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Before diving into specific techniques, it?s important to grasp the core properties and tools
associated with acrylic painting.

What Are Acrylic Paints?

- Fast-drying, water-based paints with pigment suspended in acrylic polymer.
- Available in various consistencies?from fluid to heavy body.
- Vibrant colors that dry to a durable, flexible finish.

Tools You'll Need

- Brushes: synthetic or natural bristles in various shapes and sizes.
- Palette knives for mixing and applying thick paint.

- Palettes or mixing trays.

- Canvas, paper, or other painting surfaces.

- Water containers for cleaning brushes.

- Mediums and additives like gels, retarders, and varnishes.

Essential Acrylic Techniques for Beginners

Learning these foundational techniques will set the stage for more advanced methods and help you
develop your unigue style.

1. Flat or Block Color Technique
This simple method involves applying uniform areas of color with a brush, creating a clean and bold

look.

- Use a flat or square brush for smooth, even coverage.
- Work in layers, allowing each to dry before applying the next.
- Ideal for backgrounds and color blocking.

2. Glazing

Glazing involves applying transparent layers of color over dry paint to create depth and luminosity.

- Mix a small amount of acrylic medium with your paint to increase transparency.
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- Apply thin, even coats, letting each dry before the next.
- Use glazing to modify underlying colors or create complex color effects.

3. Dry Brush Technique
This technique creates a textured, scratchy look by using a brush with minimal paint.
- Load a dry brush with a small amount of paint.
- Lightly drag the brush across the surface.
- Great for adding texture or highlighting detalils.
4. Wet-on-Wet (Alla Prima)
This method involves applying wet paint onto wet layers, allowing colors to blend seamlessly.
- Work quickly before the paint dries.
- Ideal for creating soft transitions and expressive brushwork.
- Use for portraiture, landscapes, and expressive styles.
5. Scumbling
Scumbling involves brushing a lighter or darker opaque color over a dry, contrasting layer to create

a textured, broken effect.

- Use a stiff brush or sponge.
- Apply with a light, circular motion.
- Perfect for suggesting foliage, clouds, or atmospheric effects.

Advanced Acrylic Techniques to Elevate Your Artwork

Once comfortable with the basics, these techniques can add sophistication and depth to your
paintings.

1. Impasto

Impasto is a thick application of paint that creates a three-dimensional, textured surface.
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- Use heavy body acrylics or mix paint with modeling paste.
- Apply with palette knives or stiff brushes for a highly textured effect.
- Highlights the physicality of the paint surface.
2. Sgraffito
This technigue involves scratching through a layer of wet or dry paint to reveal underlying layers.
- Apply a thick layer of acrylic paint.
- Use a pointed tool, palette knife, or even a comb to scratch into the surface.
- Creates intricate lines and textures, often used in abstract or decorative work.
3. Stippling
Stippling uses small dots or dabs of paint to build up color and texture.
- Use a stiff-bristled brush or stippling brush.
- Apply dots in varying sizes and densities.
- Effective for creating shading, gradients, or detailed textures.
4. Underpainting
An underpainting is a monochromatic base layer that guides the subsequent layers.
- Start with a neutral color or grisaille (gray tones).
- Build up layers over the underpainting for depth and composition.
- Helps establish values and composition early in the process.
5. Palette Knife Painting
Using a palette knife allows for bold, textured strokes and a different tactile approach.
- Apply paint directly with a palette knife for thick, expressive strokes.

- Great for landscapes, abstract art, and adding texture.
- Experiment with scraping and layering for dynamic effects.

Color Mixing and Blending Techniques
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Achieving the right color and smooth transitions is key in acrylic painting.

1. Color Mixing

- Use a palette to blend primary colors to create secondary and tertiary shades.

- Start with small amounts and adjust gradually.
- Keep your palette organized to avoid muddy colors.

2. Wet Blending

Work with wet paints on the canvas for seamless color transitions.
- Apply neighboring colors side by side while still wet.
- Use a clean, damp brush to gently merge colors.
- Ideal for skies, skin tones, and smooth gradients.

3. Dry Brushing for Soft Transitions

Use a dry brush with minimal paint to softly blend or soften edges.
- Build up layers gradually.
- Good for creating atmospheric effects or soft shadows.

Tips for Working with Acrylics

Maximize your painting experience with these practical tips.

1. Use a Wet Palette

Vol. 2023, Issue 4

A wet palette keeps acrylic paints moist longer, extending working time and preventing drying out.

2. Incorporate Mediums

Acrylic mediums can alter the paint?s texture, drying time, and finish. Examples include retarders (to

slow drying), gels (for texture), and glazing liquids.

3. Clean Brushes Properly
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Wash brushes with water immediately after use to maintain their shape and longevity.

4. Work in Layers

Build your painting gradually, allowing each layer to dry for better control and durability.

5. Use Appropriate Surfaces

Choose suitable surfaces like primed canvas, acrylic paper, or wood panels for optimal results.
Finishing Your Acrylic Painting

Proper finishing techniques ensure your artwork remains vibrant and protected.

1. Varnishing

Apply a clear varnish once the painting is fully dry to protect against dust, UV damage, and surface
dirt.

2. Framing and Display

Use framing options that complement your artwork and prevent damage.

3. Storage Tips

Store paintings upright, in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight.

Conclusion

Mastering acrylique 101 techniques provides a solid foundation for creating stunning, durable
artworks. Whether you're applying flat color, exploring texture with impasto, or blending seamlessly
with wet-on-wet methods, understanding these core principles empowers you to experiment
confidently. As you progress, integrating advanced techniques like sgraffito, stippling, and palette
knife work will open new avenues for creativity. Remember, practice and patience are key?each
brushstroke brings you closer to mastering the vibrant world of acrylic painting. Embrace the
process, explore different methods, and most importantly, enjoy expressing yourself through this
dynamic medium.

Acryliqgue 101 Techniques: Mastering the Art of Acrylic Painting

Acrylic painting has revolutionized the art world with its versatility, vibrant colors, and relatively quick
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drying time. Whether you're a beginner or an experienced artist looking to refine your skills,
understanding the fundamental techniques of acrylics is essential for creating compelling works. In
this comprehensive guide, we'll explore the core acrylic techniques, materials needed, step-by-step
processes, and advanced tips to elevate your artistry.

Understanding Acrylic Paints

Before diving into techniques, it's crucial to grasp what makes acrylic paints unique.

What Are Acrylics?

- Composition: Acrylic paints are water-based pigments suspended in an acrylic polymer
emulsion.

- Properties: They dry quickly, are durable, and can mimic both watercolor and oil paints
depending on how they are used.

- Advantages:

- Fast drying time encourages quick layering.

- Easy to clean with water.

- Versatile; can be thinned with water or mediums.

- Rich color vibrancy and opacity.

Essential Materials

- Acrylic paints (various colors and consistencies)

- Brushes (synthetic and natural bristles, various shapes)
- Palette knives

- Canvas, acrylic paper, or other suitable surfaces

- Palette for mixing

- Water container

- Mediums (retarders, flow improvers, gels)

- Masking tape or frisket for masking

- Rags or paper towels

Foundational Acrylic Techniques

Building a solid foundation is vital for progressing in acrylic art. Here are the primary techniques
every acrylic artist should master.

1. Flat or Block Painting
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- Purpose: Creating uniform areas of color, backgrounds, or color blocking.
- Method:

- Load your brush with paint.

- Use even strokes to cover large areas.

- Maintain consistent pressure for smooth, flat surfaces.

- Tips:

- Use a larger brush for broad areas.

- Avoid overworking to prevent streaks.

2. Glazing

- Purpose: Achieving depth, luminosity, and complex color layering.

- Method:

- Thin your acrylic paint with a glazing medium or water to create a transparent layer.
- Apply multiple layers, allowing each to dry before adding the next.

- Tips:

- Use transparent colors over opaque layers.

- Experiment with mixing colors in thin layers for subtle transitions.

3. Impasto

- Purpose: Adding texture and dimension.

- Method:

- Use thick applications of paint with a palette knife or stiff brushes.
- Leave visible brushstrokes or knife marks.

- Tips:

- Mix in gels or modeling pastes to increase thickness.

- Focus on expressive strokes for dynamic effects.

4. Dry Brush

- Purpose: Creating textured, scratchy effects or highlights.

- Method:

- Use a dry, stiff brush with minimal paint.

- Lightly drag across the surface to reveal underlying layers or create texture.
- Tips:

- Ideal for suggesting rough surfaces or adding highlights.
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5. Scumbling

- Purpose: Softening edges and creating a hazy or atmospheric effect.

- Method:

- Use a dry or lightly loaded brush to scrub a thin, opaque layer over dried paint.
- Use circular or back-and-forth motions.

- Tips:

- Build up gradually for subtle effects.

6. Wet-on-Wet (Alla Prima)

- Purpose: Blending colors directly on the canvas for smooth transitions.
- Method:

- Keep the previous layer moist.

- Apply wet paint onto wet paint, blending seamlessly.

- Tips:

- Work quickly due to acrylics? fast drying time.

- Use retarders or slow-drying mediums to extend working time.

7. Sgraffito

- Purpose: Creating textured patterns or revealing underlying layers.

- Method:

- Apply a thick layer of paint.

- Use a sharp tool (palette knife, needle, or stylus) to scratch into the surface.
- Tips:

- Practice on scrap to control pressure and lines.

Advanced Acrylic Techniques

Once comfortable with basic methods, exploring advanced techniques can yield more dynamic and
sophisticated artworks.

1. Alla Prima (Wet-on-Wet) Painting

- Overview: Painting in a single session while the paint is still wet.
- Benefits: Quick execution, spontaneous effects, vibrant color blending.
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- Application: Ideal for plein air landscapes, portraits, and impressionistic styles.

2. Underpainting and Grisaille

- Purpose: Establishing values and composition before adding color.
- Method:

- Use monochrome tones (grisaille) or earth tones.

- Build the painting?s structure and lights/darks.

- Overpaint with color layers afterward.

- Benefits: Ensures accurate value relationships and depth.

3. Collage and Mixed Media

- Purpose: Incorporating different materials like paper, fabric, or found objects.
- Method:

- Affix materials to the surface using gels or adhesives.

- Paint over or integrate into the composition.

- Tips:

- Ensure adhesion before painting.

- Use acrylic mediums that bond well with varied materials.

4. Palette Knife Techniques

- Purpose: Creating bold textures, sharp edges, and dynamic strokes.
- Method:

- Use a palette knife instead of brushes.

- Apply thick paint for impasto effects.

- Experiment with scraping and layering.

- Tips:

- Keep knives clean for precise application.

- Practice different angles and pressures.

5. Drying and Texture Manipulation
- Using Gels and Pastes:

- Apply modeling or texturing gels to create raised surfaces.
- Mix gels into paint for varied consistency.
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- Impasto with Gels:
- Use heavy gels for thick textures.
- Sculpt with palette knives or brushes.

6. Masking and Stenciling

- Purpose: Creating sharp edges and repeated patterns.
- Method:

- Use masking tape or frisket to protect areas.

- Apply stencils with spray or dabbing techniques.

- Tips:

- Ensure masking materials are properly adhered.

- Remove masks once paint is dry to avoid smudging.

Color Mixing and Theory in Acrylics

Mastering color mixing is vital for achieving desired hues, tones, and moods.

Color Mixing Tips

- Use a limited palette to maintain harmony.
- Always mix colors on a palette rather than directly on the canvas.
- Test mixtures before applying to your artwork.

Color Theory Principles

- Understanding primary, secondary, and tertiary colors.
- Complementary colors create vibrancy and contrast.

- Analogous colors evoke harmony.

- Warm and cool tones influence the mood and depth.

Creating Color Gradients
- Gradually blend two colors on the palette.

- Use a clean brush or sponge to smooth transitions.
- Incorporate glazing for subtle shifts.

Vol. 2023, Issue 4
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Practical Tips for Working with Acrylics

- Layering: Acrylics dry quickly; work in layers for depth.

- Blending: Use retarders or work swiftly to blend colors seamlessly.

- Cleaning Brushes: Rinse thoroughly with water; avoid letting paint dry on brushes.
- Palette Management: Keep your palette organized; clean regularly.

- Painting in Stages: Plan your work with underpainting, mid-tones, and highlights.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

- Fast Drying: Use retarders or stay wet palettes.

- Color Muddying: Clean brushes between mixes and limit color mixing.

- Uneven Texture: Use consistent brush pressure and tools.

- Surface Preparation: Prime your canvas for better adhesion and color vibrancy.
- Overworking: Step back periodically to assess and avoid ruining details.

Conclusion: Elevating Your Acrylic Artistry

Acrylic paints offer endless possibilities to artists willing to experiment and learn. Mastering the core
techniques like glazing, impasto, dry brushing, and wet-on-wet provides a solid foundation. As you
progress, exploring advanced methods such as collage, palette knife work, and mixed media opens
new avenues for creative expression.

Remember, patience and practice are key. Keep a sketchbook or practice sheets to refine your
skills, experiment with colors, and develop your style. With dedication, understanding of materials,
and a willingness to explore, you'll unlock the full potential of acrylic painting?bringing your artistic
visions vividly to life.

Happy painting!

QuestionAnswer What are the basic techniques for working with acrylic paint? Basic acrylic
techniques include flat washing, dry brushing, glazing, scumbling, and impasto. These methods help
create different textures, depths, and effects in your artwork. How do | achieve smooth gradients
with acrylics? To create smooth gradients, blend wet acrylics directly on the canvas using a clean
brush or sponge, working quickly before the paint dries. Using glazing techniques with diluted paint
layers can also help achieve seamless transitions. What is the best way to layer acrylic paints?
Apply thin, transparent layers (glazes) and let each layer dry completely before adding the next. This
builds depth and richness, and prevents colors from becoming muddy. How can | prevent acrylic
paints from drying too quickly? Use a retarder medium to slow drying time, keep your palette and
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brushes moist with water, and work in small sections. Using open acrylics, which have a longer open
time, can also help. What are some effective techniques for adding texture with acrylics? You can
create texture by adding modeling paste or gel mediums, using palette knives, impasto
brushstrokes, or incorporating mixed media elements like fabric or sand into your paint. How do | fix
mistakes or unwanted paint in acrylic art? Since acrylics dry quickly, you can scrape off or paint over
mistakes once dry. For wet corrections, gently wipe with a damp brush or sponge before the paint
dries. What tools are essential for acrylic painting techniques? Essential tools include various
brushes (flat, round, fan), palette knives, sponges, masking tape, and mediums like retarders or
gels. These help achieve diverse effects and textures. How can | create realistic effects with
acrylics? Use layering, glazing, dry brushing, and blending techniques. Studying color theory and
practicing techniques like scumbling and glazing help achieve realism in your work. What are some
common mistakes to avoid when learning acrylic techniques? Avoid overworking the paint, which
can muddy colors; neglecting proper drying time; using incompatible mediums; and not preparing
your surface properly. Practice patience and experiment with different methods. How do | clean and
maintain my acrylic painting tools? Clean brushes and tools immediately after use with warm, soapy
water. Avoid letting paint dry on tools, and store brushes properly to maintain their shape and
longevity.
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