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The review of Hayao Miyazaki?s The Wind Rises ENG

Hayao Miyazaki?s The Wind Rises is a poignant and beautifully crafted animated film that stands
out as a reflective masterpiece within the realm of animated cinema. Released in 2013, this film
marks Miyazaki?s farewell to feature flmmaking and offers a deeply personal narrative rooted in
history, dreams, and the complex morality of human endeavors. In this review, we will explore the
film?s themes, animation quality, storytelling approach, historical context, and its reception,
providing a comprehensive overview for fans and newcomers alike.

Overview of The Wind Rises

The Wind Rises is inspired by the life of Jiro Horikoshi, the designer of the Mitsubishi A6M Zero
fighter aircraft used during World War 1l. Unlike Miyazaki?s previous works, which often leaned
heavily into fantasy and adventure, this film adopts a more realistic tone, blending biographical
elements with poetic storytelling.

The narrative traces Jiro?s journey from childhood dreams of aircraft design to his career as an
aeronautical engineer, intertwined with his personal life, love story, and the moral dilemmas
associated with his work. Miyazaki uses this story to reflect on the pursuit of dreams amidst the
chaos of war and the responsibilities that come with innovation.

Animation and Artistic Style
Stunning Visuals
One of Miyazaki?s signature strengths is his meticulous attention to detail in animation, and The

Wind Rises exemplifies this beautifully. The film features:

- Lush, hand-drawn backgrounds inspired by early 20th-century Japan and European landscapes.

- Fluid animation sequences that depict both the serenity of flight and the turbulent emotions of
the characters.

- Delicate character designs that evoke a sense of realism and warmth.

The color palette balances soft pastels with more intense hues during moments of tension,



moribito guardian of the spirit 1 nahoko uehashi Tutorial Vol. 2026, Issue 4

effectively conveying mood and atmosphere.
Use of Artistic Techniques
Miyazaki employs traditional animation techniques, emphasizing the tactile quality of each scene.

The film?s aesthetic evokes a sense of nostalgia and reverence for craftsmanship, aligning with
Miyazaki?s overall philosophy of animation as an art form.

Thematic Elements
Dreams and Aspirations
At its core, The Wind Rises explores the tension between dreams and reality. Jiro?s passion for
flight and innovation drives the narrative, emphasizing the importance of perseverance and hope in
the face of adversity.
Morality and War
Unlike Miyazaki?s more fantastical works, this film delves into complex moral questions:
- Can technological progress justify the destruction it may cause?
- How does one reconcile personal ambition with ethical responsibility?

- What is the cost of pursuing one?s dreams during times of conflict?

The film presents a nuanced perspective, highlighting that human endeavors are often shaded with
moral ambiguity.

Love and Personal Sacrifice
The romantic subplot between Jiro and Naoko adds emotional depth, showcasing themes of love,

loss, and sacrifice. Their relationship underscores the personal toll of Jiro?s ambitions and the
fleeting nature of happiness amid societal turmoil.

Historical Context and Accuracy

Miyazaki?s portrayal of early 20th-century Japan is rich with historical detail, capturing the era?s
technological advancements, societal changes, and the looming shadow of war.

Historical Significance
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- The film references Japan?s rapid modernization and the development of aviation technology.

- It subtly addresses Japan?s militarization and the ethical dilemmas faced by scientists and
engineers of the time.

- While romanticized, the film maintains a respectful tone towards historical accuracy, offering
viewers insight into the period?s atmosphere.

Factual vs. Artistic Interpretation
Miyazaki takes creative liberties to craft a compelling narrative, but he remains faithful to the spirit of

Jiro Horikoshi?s life and the historical context. The depiction fosters understanding and reflection
rather than outright historical critique.

Reception and Critique

Critical Acclaim

The Wind Rises received widespread praise from critics for its mature themes, stunning visuals, and
emotional depth. It holds a high rating on review aggregator sites, with particular commendation for
Miyazaki?s storytelling mastery.

Audience Reception

Fans appreciated the film?s departure from Miyazaki?s typical fantasy fare, embracing its
introspective tone and historical significance. Many found it to be a moving meditation on the costs
and rewards of creative pursuits.

Controversies and Criticisms

Some critics argued that the film?s moral ambiguity and depiction of aircraft development might be

uncomfortable for audiences expecting traditional Miyazaki magic. Others debated whether the
film?s tone was too subdued or melancholic.

Comparison with Miyazaki?s Other Works

The Wind Rises shares thematic similarities with Miyazaki?s earlier films, such as:

- Exploration of human desire and the natural world (e.g., My Neighbor Totoro, Princess
Mononoke).

- Complex characters grappling with moral dilemmas (e.g., Spirited Away, Howl?s Moving
Castle).
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- Use of beautifully detailed animation and heartfelt storytelling.

However, it distinguishes itself as Miyazaki?s most realistic and reflective work, showcasing his
versatility as an animator and storyteller.

Conclusion: Is It a Must-Watch?

In summary, The Wind Rises is an essential film for fans of Miyazaki and those interested in
historical narratives and philosophical themes. Its exquisite animation, layered storytelling, and
honest exploration of moral complexities make it a standout piece in contemporary animation.

Whether you are drawn to its aesthetic beauty, emotional resonance, or historical insights, The Wind
Rises offers a rewarding viewing experience that prompts reflection on dreams, morality, and the
human condition. As Miyazaki?s farewell to filmmaking, it leaves a lasting impression as a testament
to the power of animation as a medium for profound storytelling.

Final Thoughts

For SEO purposes, this review aims to capture relevant keywords such as ?Hayao Miyazaki,? ?The
Wind Rises,? ?animated film review,? ?historical animation,? ?Japanese animation,? and ?film
analysis.? If you?re seeking a movie that combines artistry with depth, The Wind Rises is
undoubtedly worth exploring, offering a beautifully nuanced narrative that resonates long after the
credits roll.

The Wind Rises is a beautifully crafted animated film directed by the legendary Hayao Miyazaki that
offers a poetic and contemplative exploration of dreams, innovation, and the human spirit. As
Miyazaki?s final film before his announced retirement, it holds a special place in the hearts of
animation enthusiasts and film critics alike. This review delves into the various facets of the film,
highlighting its artistic brilliance, narrative depth, and emotional resonance, while also examining its
themes, strengths, and areas for critique.

Overview of The Wind Rises

Released in 2013, The Wind Rises is inspired by the life of Jiro Horikoshi, the engineer behind
Japan?s famous Mitsubishi A6M Zero fighter plane used during World War Il. Unlike Miyazaki?s
more fantastical works like Spirited Away or My Neighbor Totoro, this film is rooted in realism,
blending historical context with Miyazaki?s signature artistry and philosophical musings. It?s a
semi-biographical story that contemplates the dreams of flight, the costs of innovation, and the
resilience of the human spirit amid societal upheavals.

Artistic and Visual Excellence
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Miyazaki?s animation style in The Wind Rises is a testament to his mastery of hand-drawn
animation. The film?s visuals are lush, detailed, and imbued with a gentle, nostalgic aesthetic that
transports viewers to early 20th-century Japan and Europe. The backgrounds are meticulously
crafted, capturing the beauty of the sky, clouds, and landscapes with a painterly quality that is both
realistic and poetic.

Features & Pros:

- Stunning hand-drawn animation with intricate backgrounds

- Use of soft color palettes that evoke nostalgia and serenity

- Attention to detail in aircraft design, reflecting Miyazaki?s passion for aviation

- Seamless integration of natural elements like wind and clouds to reinforce thematic motifs

While some might argue that the animation reflects Miyazaki?s signature style, others may find it
less fantastical than his previous works, leaning more into realism. Nevertheless, the visual craft
elevates the narrative and immerses viewers deeply into Jiro?s world.

Narrative and Thematic Depth

At its core, The Wind Rises is a meditation on the pursuit of one?s dreams amid the realities of life.
Miyazaki explores the dichotomy between beauty and destruction, innovation and morality, hope
and despair. Jiro?s dream of designing beautiful airplanes is juxtaposed with the harsh realities of
war, illustrating the complex moral questions faced by creators and engineers.

Themes Explored:

- The nature of artistic and scientific ambition

- The cost of progress and technological advancement

- The fleeting nature of youth and idealism

- The resilience required to pursue one?s passion despite adversity
- The impact of historical events on individual lives

The film?s narrative is non-linear at times, weaving between Jiro?s childhood dreams, his adult life,
and the historical backdrop of pre-war Japan. This layered storytelling enriches the viewing
experience, prompting reflection on the ethical responsibilities of creators and the inevitable
compromises in pursuit of progress.

Pros:
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- Thought-provoking themes that resonate on a philosophical level
- Personal and historical storytelling intertwined seamlessly
- Emotional depth that invites empathy and introspection

Cons:

- Pacing can be slow, especially for viewers expecting a more action-driven plot
- Some may find the focus on realistic aviation development less engaging than Miyazaki?s
fantastical works

Character Development and Performances

The characters in The Wind Rises are portrayed with subtlety and depth. Jiro, voiced compellingly
by Hideaki Anno, is a compassionate dreamer whose passion for flight drives the narrative. His
relationships with other characters, such as his love interest Nahoko and his mentor Honjo, are
portrayed with sensitivity, adding emotional layers to the story.

Highlights of Characterization:

- Jiro?s unwavering dedication contrasted with moments of vulnerability
- Nahoko?s quiet strength and the depiction of iliness lend poignancy
- Honjo?s mentorship embodies the passing of knowledge and moral guidance

The performances are subdued yet powerful, matching the film?s contemplative tone. Miyazaki?s
direction ensures that each character?s internal struggles are conveyed with nuance, making their
journeys relatable and heartfelt.

Soundtrack and Audio Design

Joe Hisaishi, Miyazaki?s longtime collaborator, provides a soundtrack that complements the film?s
tone perfectly. The music is delicate, evocative, and often melancholic, reinforcing themes of hope,
longing, and nostalgia.

Features & Pros:
- Gentle orchestral compositions that enhance emotional moments

- Use of natural sounds, such as wind and aircraft engine noise, to immerse viewers
- Minimalist score that avoids overwhelming the narrative
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The sound design, combined with the score, elevates the film?s emotional impact, making scenes of
flight or personal reflection resonate deeply.

Historical Context and Moral Reflection

One of the most compelling aspects of The Wind Rises is its handling of historical and moral
complexity. Miyazaki does not shy away from depicting the role of aviation technology in warfare,
prompting viewers to ponder the ethical responsibilities of creators and engineers.

Pros:

- Balanced portrayal of Japan?s technological ambitions and wartime realities
- Encourages critical thinking about the role of art and science in society
- Avoids simplistic judgments, presenting a nuanced view that respects the complexity of history

Cons:

- The moral ambiguity might be uncomfortable or controversial for some viewers
- Some may interpret the film as indirectly endorsing the use of technology for destructive
purposes

This thoughtful approach invites viewers to reflect on the broader implications of innovation and the
human cost associated with progress.

Reception and Critique

The Wind Rises received critical acclaim for its artistry, depth, and emotional resonance, earning
numerous awards and nominations, including an Academy Award nomination for Best Animated
Feature. However, it also faced some criticism for its pace and its handling of complex moral
themes.

Pros:
- Praised for its stunning visuals and mature storytelling
- Seen as a fitting farewell for Miyazaki?s illustrious career

- Offers a unique blend of personal and historical storytelling

Cons:
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- Slow pacing may not appeal to all audiences

- The lack of typical Miyazaki whimsy and fantasy might disappoint fans expecting more
fantastical elements

- The moral ambiguity could be unsettling or confusing for some

Overall, The Wind Rises is regarded as a profound and visually exquisite film that elevates
animation to a form of poetic cinema.

Conclusion

The Wind Rises stands as a testament to Hayao Miyazaki?s mastery in blending artistry,
storytelling, and philosophical inquiry. 1t?s a film that challenges viewers to consider the costs and
responsibilities of human innovation while celebrating the resilience of dreams. Its visual beauty,
emotional depth, and nuanced themes make it a must-watch for fans of Miyazaki?s work and for
anyone interested in contemplative cinema.

While it may not satisfy those seeking lighthearted or fast-paced entertainment, its reflective tone
and poetic storytelling reward patience and introspection. As Miyazaki?s farewell to feature
filmmaking, The Wind Rises encapsulates his lifelong themes of wonder, moral responsibility, and
the enduring power of dreams, making it a poignant and inspiring cinematic experience.

Final verdict: A masterful, contemplative masterpiece that elevates animated film into a profound art
form, deserving of thoughtful viewing and reflection.

QuestionAnswer What are the main themes explored in Hayao Miyazaki's 'The Wind Rises'? The
film explores themes of dreams, perseverance, the impact of war, and the pursuit of artistic passion,
highlighting the personal struggles of Jiro Horikoshi as he designs aircraft amidst the backdrop of
pre-World War Il Japan. How does 'The Wind Rises' compare to Miyazaki's previous works in terms
of tone and message? 'The Wind Rises' is more reflective and somber compared to Miyazaki's
typically whimsical films, focusing on mature themes like morality, ambition, and the cost of
innovation, offering a nuanced perspective on creativity and its consequences. What is the
significance of the title 'The Wind Rises' in the context of the film? The title symbolizes the natural
forces that influence the protagonist?s dreams and endeavors, as well as the idea of fate and the
uncontrollable elements that shape human lives, aligning with the film?s poetic and philosophical
tone. How was 'The Wind Rises' received by critics and audiences upon release? The film received
widespread critical acclaim for its visual beauty, emotional depth, and mature storytelling, though
some critics debated its handling of historical and moral themes. It was also appreciated by
audiences for its poetic approach and heartfelt narrative. What animation techniques distinguish
‘The Wind Rises' from other Miyazaki films? While maintaining Miyazaki's signature hand-drawn
style, the film features detailed aircraft designs and a realistic depiction of early 20th-century Japan,
blending traditional animation with meticulous background art to evoke a sense of nostalgia and
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authenticity. Is 'The Wind Rises' suitable for all age groups, and what messages does it convey to
younger viewers? "The Wind Rises' is suitable for older children and adults, offering messages about
following one's dreams despite hardships, the moral complexities of technological progress, and the
importance of compassion. It encourages reflection on the ethical implications of innovation.

Related keywords: Hayao Miyazaki, The Wind Rises, Studio Ghibli, Japanese animation, anime
film, historical drama, World War I, aircraft design, Joe Hisaishi, cinematic review



